
VOL. XL, NUMBER 2 

MARCH 2014 
 

American Helvetia 

Philatelic Society 

 

   

 

Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 
by Richard T. Hall 

Part VII. Philately of the Gotthard Express 

 Parts V and VI started our treatment of the philatelic aspects of the Gotthard Pass, incorporating 

the definitive exhibit by the late Felix Ganz.  Continuing our study of the “philatelic” aspects of the 

railroad, we now look at railway station cancellations from stations along the Gotthard line.  

Railway Station Cancellations 

 In the early 1920s, the Swiss P.T.T. Services and the Federal Railways – both administered by the 

same federal department – came to an agreement on improving mail pickup along the country’s railway 

lines at night and during weekends and holidays.  Per this agreement, station masters became deputy 

postmasters whenever the town’s regular post office was closed.  Station personnel were ordered to empty 

mailboxes at or even near a railway station and either to hand the mail to the person in charge of the 

passing railway post office car or, if such a train did not operate nights or weekends, to cancel all stamps 

on the mail with their train station markings and hand the mail to the chief conductor on a passing train.  

That person would then hand over this station-cancelled mail to a postal employee at the end of the train’s 

run or at the next large train station with a round-the-clock postal facility.  This practice was still in use at 

the time the Ganz collection was formed.  Perhaps a reader can inform us if the practice continues to this 

day. This practice sped mail delivery by days. 

 We will now look at some of these station markings from stations along the Gotthard route 

beginning with a selection from stations not examined in detail here.  Figure 1 (on page 14) shows eleven 

such station cancels.  The balance of this section will look at station markings for stations along the 

Gotthard route beginning in the north in Cantons Luzern and Schwyz and proceeding south into Canton 

Ticino and the end of the line in Switzerland. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Good to Know!  
The Types of the 1949 20c Definitive (Grimsel Dam)  

by Werner Gattiker 

For some time, Werner Gattiker, a collector and dealer in Britain, has been writing a column “Good to Know!” 
which has been published in the Newsletter of the Helvetia Philatelic Society.  We will reprint some of these ex-
cellent columns from time to time, with the gracious permission of the HPS and the author. 

 Although well-known by most collectors, I feel it is worth reminding ourselves how to tell the differ-

ence between the very, very common Die II stamps and the quite rare Die I stamps and also bring the coil 

stamp die into the mix. 

 The original Die I 

(German: Ur-Type; 

Zumstein 301, S.G. 514, 

Scott 332b) is best recog-

nized by the missing base-

line of the house facing 

us, situated on the rock at 

the end of the dam in the 

foreground. But that is 

not a 100% safe sign. I 

have seen Die I stamps 

with at least part of the 

base-line present. The safest distinction can be found in the horizontal lines representing the lake. If you 

look at the rock boulder to the left of the house, there are three unbroken horizontal lines between the 

boulder top and the mountainside in the background. A third difference can be seen in the lack of cross-

hatching above the zero of “20” and the “H” of Helvetia. It is worth noting, that Die I stamps, although 

printed first, were only put into circulation several months after Die II stamps, and that the differences 

were not discovered until some time later, which is why mint Die I stamps are now exceedingly rare.  

 In Die II, the very common stamp (Zumstein 301 A, S.G. 514a, Scott 332), the house has a clear 

base-line (except for printings from very worn plates), there are only two unbroken horizontal lines be-

tween the top of the boulder to the left of the house and the mountain background, and the cross-hatching 

extends above the figure “20” and the “HE” of 

HELVETIA.  

 The special Die cut for the production of coil 

stamps (Zumstein 301 RM) is similar to Die II 

(used for sheet printings), except that the horizon-

tal lines to the left of the boulder all stop short of 

touching the boulder, leaving a clear white gap 

running down the left side of the boulder. In Die II 

stamps some lines touch the boulder, others also 

stop short, giving a more ragged impression to the 

viewer, and no clear white line. 

 

 

 

 

 
Die I           Die II                    Coil Stamp Die 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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Our September Con-

vention at INDYPEX 
 Plans are going forward for the AHPS con-

vention at INDYPEX on September 26 through the 

28th, 2014 at the Wyndham Indianapolis West, 

2544 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241.  

This is an APS-accredited World Series of Philate-

ly show, meaning the winner of the grand award is 

eligible to participate in the APS Champion of 

Champions competition at STaMpsSHOW 2015. 

 More important for AHPS members, your 

frame fees at INDYPEX for new Swiss or Liechten-

stein exhibits ($12 per frame for multiframe exhib-

its and $20 for single frame exhibits) will be 

reimbursed by AHPS.  Prospectuses for exhibitors 

are already available on the INDYPEX 2014 web-

site, www.indianastampclub.org, so do not delay 

taking advantage of this one-time generous offer.  

Under APS rules, only a limited number of one-

frame exhibits will be accepted.   

 Our convention will feature a show and 

tell/seminar on Friday, an informal dinner for 

members and guests Friday evening, a general 

meeting on Saturday, and an informal swap ses-

sion Sunday morning.  Further details will be 

found in the May TELL.  Please contact Bob Zei-

gler, 317-446-5609 or 317-844-5200, email 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com, with any questions. 

 See you there! 

 Bob Zeigler, AHPS President  

 and INDYPEX Liaison 

 

 

Contributors to AHPS 

in 2013 
Fifty-three members made contributions to the So-

ciety in 2013.  Their contributions include waiver 

of the discount for early membership renewal by 

several members.  All contributions are appreciat-

ed; they enable initiatives like paying the exhibit 

fees for new exhibitors at INDYPEX this Septem-

ber, and continuation of the color and size in 

TELL. 

Double Geneva ($100 or more) 

 James J. Erdman Charles E. Moyer, Jr. 

 Raul A. Gonzalez Dwight Pedersen  

 Edward P. Manley Harlan F. Stone 

 Bruce Marsden Emil L. Tobler 

Strubel ($25 to 99) 

 William F. Baumann Terrance L. Howell 

 Kenneth J. Bell Robert E. Juceam 

 Ernest L. Bergman Theodore W. Kury 

 Bernard Buchholz W.G. Locher 

 Ronal d M. Buege Henry C. Morf 

 Frank D. Correl Jim Morrison 

 Michael J. Gartzke Robert F. Smetana 

 Peter A. Garuccio Corey R. Smith 

 Henry Gitner Mark S. Spangler 

 Timothy L. Howard Robert G. Zeigler 

Sitting Helvetia ($10 to $24) 

 George W. Ashman Michael Peter 

 Dwight E. Bishop Dennis L. Roberts 

 Clarence B. Gauldin John C. Schwenn 

 Heinrich Heissinger Stephen L. Shively 

 Jeffrey R. Kaplan Terry L. Smith 

 John A. Kofranek Steve P. Turchik 

 Paul Lienhardt Rolf Weggler 

Standing Helvetia (under $10) 

 Clifford Armstrong Bernhard Glutz 

 Dennis Clardy Lawrence D. Haber 

 Robert W. Cumming Brian A. King 

 Bruce Davidson Andrew Urushima 

 Harold A. Egy Robert R. Zahm 

 C. Mitchell George 

 

 

 

AHPS members may publish two free 1-inch 

1-column non-commercial ads in TELL each 

year.  Some members take this benefit in the 

form of one 2-inch ad.  Send your text to the 

editor. 

BUYING / SELLING 
QUALITY U.S. AND 

WORLD COINS 
Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

Appraisal and Purchase of Coin 
Collections and Estates 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)331-1739; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

http://www.indianastampclub.org/
mailto:rzeigler@zcklaw.com
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A Tale of Six Letters 
by Charles J. LaBlonde CPhH, FRPSL 

 In mid 1941 Europe was already ablaze with war and the USA was still trying to remain neutral.  

Switzerland had Axis neighbors on three sides but still had an opening to the west via Vichy France. It can 

be interesting to examine some mail from this period of turmoil. 

 At this point I have not found any documentation to indicate that the US might have contacted 

Switzerland about keeping Swiss mail to the USA out of German hands. In fact, after examination of many 

covers, I am quite convinced that no such request was made. However, the Swiss from their end did take 

note of the fact that not every Swiss mailer of letters to the USA would want their mail to transit Nazi ter-

ritory. 

 A good place to see what was going on at the time is the “Conmmnunications postales avec 

l’étranger par voies de terre, de mer et des airs No. 8 - Edition du 1er août 1941.” On page 28 of this docu-

ment we find that the mailer of an air mail letter from Switzerland to the USA had three options, which I 

paraphrase here. (Note that the three option system began in late 1940. The first postal bulletin to offer all 

three options was November 1940). 

Option 1 (this was the default routing of the time): Air mail would be collected and bagged at Basel 2, then 

travel by rail to Zürich on the 0023 train. The mail then flew on the shared Swissair/Lufthansa route from 

Zürich via Munich to Berlin. From Berlin Lufthansa carried the mail on its daily flight to Lisbon with stops 

at Munich and Madrid. Yes, the mail could have been transferred at Munich because no German censor-

ship of this mail was operating at the time. 

Option 2: Air mail could also be collected at Geneva 1 and sent by rail at 0935 daily via Barcelona and 

Madrid to Lisbon. This service was only available if specifically requested by the sender, for mail to the USA 

and other neutral countries. 

Option 3: Air mail could also be collected at Chiasso 2 and sent by rail at 1330 daily to Rome.  From Rome 

Ala Littoria carried this mail to Lisbon via Barcelona and Madrid. This service was only available upon re-

quest of the sender. 

 Now, what does the mail of the time look like? How did mailers make known their routing request 

as was called for in the PTT instructions? 

Figure 1: Letter of 18 August 1941 from Zürich to Dallas, correctly paid 30 centimes for the letter plus 70 

centimes air mail surcharge = 100 centimes total postage. Marked by the post office “5 gr.” This is typical 

Option 1 mail –  because it was the default route there was no need for explicit routing instructions. GB 

Bermuda Censor Number 5144. 

Figure 2: Letter of 21 August 1941 from Glarus to New York City, correctly paid 100 centimes as above. 

This is also Option 1 mail, marked by the post office in Glarus for Basel routing.  This was not necessary 

but was still done periodically by some post offices. GB Bermuda Censor Number 983. 

 
Fig. 1.  Basel –Zürich – Munich – Berlin – Munich - Lisbon 

 
Fig. 2.  Basel – Zürich – Munich – Berlin – Munich - Lisbon 
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Figure 3: Letter of 20 August 1941 from Fribourg to New York City, correctly paid 100 centimes as above.  

This is Option 2 mail, clearly assigned by the sender, “via Genève – Lisbonne exclusivement.” GB Bermuda 

Censor Number 5144. 

Figure 4: Letter of 22 August 1941 from Geneva to New York City, correctly paid 100 centimes as above. 

This is Option 2 mail, assigned by the sender, “voie de terre Lisbonne.” This request, to use only ground 

routing, precluded either Option 1 or 3. Letter evaded GB Bermuda censorship, unusual but not impossible 

at this time. 

 

Figure 5: Letter of 8 May 1941 from Lausanne to New York City, correctly paid 30 centimes for the letter 

plus 140 centimes air mail surcharge (5-10 grams) = 170 centimes total. This is Option 2 mail, marked (by 

the post office I believe), “seulment via Genève.” GB Bermuda Censor Number 1874. 

Figure 6: Letter of 20 June 1941 from Glarus to Brookline, MA, correctly paid 30 centimes for the letter 

plus 210 centimes air mail surcharge (11 grams) = 240 centimes total. This is Option 3 mail, marked by the 

sender, “via Rom - Lissabon” and marked by the post office for Chiasso 2.  Letter evaded GB Bermuda cen-

sorship. 

 One could speculate about the use of Option 

3: what was the advantage?  Part of the route was 

by air (the Rome - Lisbon leg), possibly making it a little faster than Option 2, while keeping it out of Ger-

man hands. 

 This three option situation extended until the time of Pearl Harbor. For what happened during and 

after Pearl Harbor please see the November 2012 Tell. 

 Other examples of writers stating their routing would be welcomed by the author. 

References: 

Lablonde, Charles J., World War II Mail from Switzerland to Great Britain, Canada & the United States, 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, 2003, ISBN 978-0-9742619-0-4. 

Swiss Postal Bulletins 1940 & 1941 

 
Fig. 3.  Geneva – Barcelona – Madrid - Lisbon 

 
Fig. 4.  Geneva – Barcelona – Madrid - Lisbon 

 
Fig. 5.  Geneva – Barcelona – Madrid - Lisbon 

 
Fig. 6.  Chiaso – Rome – Barcelona – Madrid - Lisbon 
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Güller the Magician (3) 
  by Pierre Guinand, CPhH 

This article appeared in the Schweizer Briefmarken 
Zeitung (SBZ) in August 2012, and is reprinted here 
with the gracious permission of SBZ and the author.  
The translation is by George Struble with the assis-
tance of Marian Freed.  Parts I and II were published 
in the November and January TELLs. 

The engraver Güller was the contractor 

almost exclusively for the PTT for more 

than a century.  It was in Güller’s 

workshops at Hüttikon (Canton Zürich) 

that the cancellers that cancelled most 

of our stamps were made.  Organized 

and conscientious, Güller kept day by 

day since 1867/68 an illustrated inven-

tory of the cancellers that he made, not 

only for the Swiss post but also for par-

ticular clients and numerous foreign 

postal administrations.  These invento-

ries were published in 1999 by the 

Consilium Philateliae Helveticae in a 

limited edition and constitute a formi-

dable source of information.  They were 

published in the form of six volumes, in 

A4 format of variable thickness, but 

they are difficult to consult because the 

cancellers are reproduced in the 

chronological order of their manufac-

ture, not in alphabetical order.  Howev-

er, today the contents have been 

introduced into a databank, first as a 

listing, then with an index permitting 

access to the illustrations.  Thus it has 

become possible to make appear in sev-

eral mouse clicks, a list of the cancella-

tions that pertain to any locality, then 

to examine those cancellations on the 

screen, to enlarge them as desired, to 

compare them, to print them, etc. 

 

 Here are several more examples of faults in 

the text itself, introduced during the manufacture 

of the cancellers.  Güller made most of his errors 

among the cancellers destined for the French re-

gion of Switzerland, which we can understand, af-

ter all.  But it is very probable that the corrections 

took place at the time of receipt of the cancellers at 

the General Directorate of the Swiss Post or the 

Regional Directorate in charge of the office.  How-

ever, we don’t really know, since the PTT archive 

tells us nothing on the subject.  Maybe a collector 

is going to happen on a rare bird … 

 The two following examples are particular 

cases: the erroneous canceller of Marnam (569) 

was not corrected; it was replaced by number 614 

which correctly shows Marnand.  But this last was 

affixed on a stamp after its period of validity, de-

spite the indicated date (15 XI 81).  It is a typical 

case of a back-dated cancellation, affixed on a 

stamp at the request of a collector of few scruples 

(see the difference in quoted value between a  

     

Nugelles instead of Vugelles (canceller 5401) 

             

Graney instead of Grancy (canceller 2708)  The date 82 is 
fantasy; the canceller was delivered in 1876. 

             

Bussi instead of Bussy (canceller 1880).  The date 82 is 
fantasy; the canceller was delivered in 1874. 

               

Orgens instead of Orzens (canceller 2714).  The date 96 is 
fantasy; the canceller was delivered in 1876. 

 

Mont instead of Le Mont (4463), quickly replaced by 4472, 
then introduction of the hour in a new canceller, itself posted 
by mistake as Güller 4473. 
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Z. 45.2.01 if new and the same stamp if used!).  

Unfortunately the same is true for the canceller of 

Rances, also affixed well after 3 IV 82, which ren-

ders this stamp without philatelic value. 

 Such cases are unfortunately frequent in 

the 1881 issue, including the low values. 

 Several Swiss localities have an initial I 

(Interlaken, Isleten, Ins, Innertkirchen, Saint-

Imier, etc.).  In canton Vaud, there are several 

places so named, but we find only l’Isle that has a 

post office.  Güller sometimes chose to represent an 

initial I as J instead of I, as was often done at the 

beginning of the last century.  Certain cancellers, 

like that for l’Isle, were modified by the reintroduc-

tion of the I where it ought to be: 

 The canceller of Nyon with its broken Y is 

well known.  Collectors have long searched for a 

cancel with the Y intact, before the break …  We 

know now that it was a waste of time and effort: 

this canceller, number 1359, never existed in that 

form!  It was manufactured with an I instead of a 

Y by mistake, and they tried to fix it, it seems im-

mediately.  The first imprints we have seen pre-

sent a Y fairly well formed, although its right 

branch is a little short.  This defect was rapidly 

accentuated, and took the defective form we know 

today, where the right branch of the Y is almost 

non-existent.  The real question is whether this 

canceller was used in its original form, that is with 

“I” instead of Y.  We don’t know any personally. 

 Certain cancellers show a defect of sym-

metry, as if the place name had been engraved too 

far to the left.  We see this disequilibrium often in 

replacement cancellers, but in these cases the phe-

nomenon is explained because the letters are of 

removable pieces and they did not always try to 

put the place name exactly in the middle of the us-

able space.  By contrast, it happened otherwise in 

the case of circular cancellers where letters are 

formed by scooping out from the metal around 

them.  In the canton of Vaud, the most well-known 

cases are certainly those of Vallorbe, Saint-George, 

and Saint-Cergue. 

 The first two cancellers are only found with 

the final “S”.  By contrast, the third (number 5235, 

but which is posted erroneously in the Güller book 

with number 5234) was quickly modified.  It is 

found fairly rarely with an “S” for it was used thus 

for only several months.  Thus we have here the 

explanation for the decentering of the place name.  

Much later, this canceller underwent, like many 

others, the elimination of its hash lines. 

 The cases of Saint-George and Saint-

Cergue are somewhat similar, each of them with 

 

Marnam instead of Marnand (canceller 569), replaced by 
614 (the date 93 is fantasy; the canceller was delivered in 
1870). 

      

Bances instead of Rances, then modification of its text 
(canceller 2230) 

          

L’Jsle became L’Isle (canceller 1725).  The date is fantasy; 
the canceller was delivered in 1874. 

        

The famous Nyon with its “broken Y” 

 

Another “classic” case: Vallorbe with and without the final S 
(the date 86 is fantasy; the second canceller was delivered 
in 1870). 
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several additional particularities.  The Güller book 

offers us an imprint of the St. Georges canceller 

(number 11325) with five hash lines, a small “T” 

accompanied by a dot in the extension of the down-

stroke, a final “S” and no hyphen.  All that was to 

change!  The 1926 archive contains three imprints 

of this canceller.  In the first, the final “S” has dis-

appeared, but this imprint is misleading because 

the “T” was lengthened toward the bottom and 

there is a hyphen.  Why is this misleading?  Simp-

ly because these modifications were made by hand, 

on the imprint, and not in the canceller itself.  The 

second imprint is clear: the two modifications are 

found there (lengthened “T”, addition of the hy-

phen), and the bottom hash lines are replaced by 

the number of the postal district.  This number 

swerves a little to the left, because probably it is a 

part of a hash line kept to serve henceforth as the 

district number.  As for the third imprint, it shows 

the removal of the upper hash lines, which they 

had renounced replacing by the usual cross.  We 

therefore behold four different states of this cancel-

ler, unless the 5 X 26 imprint was modified two, 

maybe even three times … 

 The modifications applied to the canceller 

of St-Cergue are a little different: those too began 

with removal of the final “S”, but after that the two 

groups of hash lines disappeared to cede their 

place to a cross and the district number, and while 

they were at it “près Nyon” was replaced by “sur 

Nyon”.   

 It is indeed probable that most local collec-

tors of that area have already guessed the tech-

nical reason for the decentering of the place name.  

But then why does the canceller for Poliez-le-

Grand itself present also a comparable asym-

metry?  The Güller book furnishes an unexpected 

answer: the canceller was manufactured with an 

error … 

 Why “Poliez-le-Grande”?  A mystery … but 

the correction must have been immediate.  Later, 

the canceller underwent more common modifica-

tions: replacement of the hash lines by the cross 

and the district number and the addition of the 

word “”Vaud” to replace the lower cross. 

 Another small problem, now resolved: why 

is there such a large space between the two words 

in the canceller of Château d’Oex (number 565)?  

Simply because it was manufactured with a final X 

in the word Château!  Was it used in this form be-

fore the correction?  Friends of the Pays d’Enhaut, 

it’s up to you to search for the answer! 

 Several cancellers of the capital of Vaud, 

like those of other large cities, underwent trans-

formations, in particular when the numbering of 

post offices changed, for example, when Lausanne 

11 gare became Lausanne 2 gare.  But sometimes 

these modifications were accompanied by more im-

portant changes, as the imprints below show, 

where the service indicator Consignation (con-

signment) was replaced by Cases (boxes) in one of 

the cancellers and by Dépôt in the other. 

 We note in passing that Zürich changed the 

numbering of nearly all of its post offices on May 1, 

1947, adding 20 to the number then in use; thus 

Zürich 7 Enge became Zürich 27, and Zürich 32 

Seebach became Zürich 52, etc. 

     

Four states of the canceller of St-George (number 11325) … 

 

… and three for that of St. Cergue (number 12381). 

   

Canceller 5870 was engraved with an error. 

    

Will someone find an imprint of canceller 565 before the cor-
rection?  (The two dates are fantasy; the canceller was deliv-
ered in 1870) 
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 Other Lausanne cancellers knew changes 

of service, before or after the change to office num-

bers: 

 One of the Lausanne cancellers was even 

transformed into an administrative canceller: 

 Here are several other modifications, with-

out particular comment: 

 

     

Canceller 2353 passed from Lausanne 11 Gare Consigna-
tion to Lausanne 2 Cases … 

      

… and number 1741 of Lausanne 11 Gare Consignation 
became Lausanne 2 Gare Dépôt. 

    

Number 21867 passed from Consig. Mess. To Dépôt colis. 

     

Number 25243 went from Expéd. Mess. To Dépôt colis. 

         

Number 21900 became an administrative canceller. 

            

Number 1566 

               

Number 25628 

               

Number 2866 

 

Sometimes it was lengthened (number 1175) 

                   

(Number 25703) … 

 

… and other times it was shortened (number 1315) 

            

 

  

(number 2352) 
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Was number 1592 (“Barre-Cibè”) used in this form? 

 

 The PP cancellers did not escape transfor-

mations.  Well before us, and well before collectors 

knew about the Güller books and the PTT archive, 

our regretted friend Louis Vuille noted that fact at 

Yverdon, where the PP canceller ended up being 

used to cancel ordinary mail.  The letters PP were 

replaced by the postal district number, which has 

given us a quite particular canceller, unique in its 

own type: 

 Other PP cancellers underwent modifica-

tions: 

 As to Lausanne 2 Barre-Cité, it was initial-

ly fabricated with a curious error (Barre-Cibè) 

which was certainly corrected immediately, before 

becoming Lausanne 11 Barre-Citè (yes, the French 

accent grave survived the correction!): 

 We finish with a special canceller, number 

4434, made in 1950 for the session of the executive 

and liaison commission of the Universal Postal Un-

ion at Montreux, which was used again at Saint 

Gall in 1951, then at Luzern in 1954, finally at 

Lausanne in 1957, each time with the necessary 

modifications: 

 Thank you, Mr. Güller!  The study of 

stamps is not the only one to present us with sur-

prises; the study of cancellations is neither static 

nor outmoded, and we owe it largely to you. 

        

Number 1965 ended up in use for ordinary mail (the date 
1922 is fantasy; the transformation was made in 1943) 

          

Vevey 2 Succursale became Vevey 2 Orient (number 
2946) 

          

Lausanne 1 Exp. Mess. became Lausanne 1 Dépôt parcel 
post (number 2124) 

       

Number 4434 indeed traveled in space and time 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, CPhH 

A couple of inquiries came in recently which I need some help on.  The first came from a collector 

interested in collecting mint stamps of the League of Nations (Zumstein D III numbers) and the Interna-

tional Labor Office (Zumstein D IV numbers).  The operative word here is “mint”.  Up until January 31, 

1944, stamps of these two organizations were only sold to the public in cancelled condition.  As of February 

1, 1944, the stamps were sold in mint condition.  But by that time many of the earlier issues had been sold 

out.  According to the Zumstein catalog, the only “legitimate” source of the early issues was from the copies 

the Swiss post office sent to the members nations of the UPU as reference material.  However, paper 

changes, gum changes, etc. were not distributed through the UPU, only face-different issues. 

As a result, the catalog value of the early issues in mint condition is very high, upwards of 1000 

francs in some cases.  Our collector would like to know how many copies of each stamp exist.  Can anyone 

help him?  The only stamps I have seen from a UPU distribution were from an African nation that must 

have been cleaning house and these were stuck down on a piece of paper.  Does anyone know how the 

stamps were distributed through the UPU?  Were they mounted on anything, distributed loose, or what?  

How many copies were sent to each nation?  How long does a country keep those stamps and how do they 

dispose of them?  Since there are fewer than 200 nations in the UPU, is 200 the maximum number of cop-

ies distributed?  And then there is the question of unauthorized or favor distributions.  Given the high cata-

log value of the overprinted stamps relative to the basic stamps and given that the overprints are relatively 

simple, forgeries must abound.  Lots of questions, can anyone help? 

The second inquiry came from Rob Bell who is 

well-known for his studies of folded typewriter cards.  

He sent some photographs of an item which appears to 

be a card used to provide replacement keys to a post 

office box for someone who must have lost the originals.  

Rob sent three views of the item (ignore the letter open-

er, it’s just to weigh down the card), Figs. 1-3.  It ap-

pears that there was a charge of 6 francs for 

replacement of the keys, or was that for each key?  If 

the latter, the 12 francs postage makes sense.  If the 

former, why a 6 franc charge for postage when all the 

post office did was put the card in the post office box?  

From the holes along the bottom, it appears the keys 

were stapled inside the fold.  Can any of our Swiss 

members help us 

with this interesting 

item? 

The iPad app 

for the 2014 little 

Zumstein catalog 

has been published.  

I purchased a copy 

for my iPad for the 

equivalent of 25 

francs.  It is an exact 

copy of the paper 

version and is easy 

to navigate, al-

though some of the 

table of contents 

links don’t bring you to quite the right page.  On the iPad the pages are actual size if you hold the iPad in 

the portrait orientation.  In the landscape orientation they are a little difficult to read but I don’t know why 

 
Fig. 3.  Other side of card. 

 

 
Fig. 2.  Card open 

 
Fig. 1.  Card closed. 
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you’d want to look at it like that anyway.  You can enlarge the pages with the ordinary two-finger motion.  

This works fine for enlarging the text but most of the illustrations pixelate if you try to enlarge them. 

As to the content, Zumstein added the Pro Juventute post cards in last year’s edition.  This year 

they added the Pro Juventute Briefli, a nice addition.  I noted one difference between the Zumstein and the 

SBK catalogs in the Zwischensteg (gutter pairs) section.  The SBK catalog lists pairs of the 1999 China-

Swiss joint issue with catalog numbers S78 and S79.  Zumstein does not list these pairs so the numbering 

of the subsequent issues differ by 2 digits for the two catalogs.  That’s got to be confusing.  This isn’t a new 

problem but one I just noticed.  Still in the same section, for some reason Zumstein stopped listing the 

pairs of the Pro Juventute stamps after the 2008 issue.  They are listed in the SBK. 

I’m glad I purchased the app.  It’s handy to be able to carry it around on my iPad for reference at 

stamp shows or the like.  It’s too bad the illustrations don’t enlarge but I would bet that would increase the 

memory requirements beyond the capability of the iPad memory. 

Member Raul Gonzalez sent me a short note with a link to a blog out of Basel with rumors of a new 

Zumstein specialized appearing this year.  To add fuel to the rumors, the Zumstein catalog app mentioned 

above has notes in it referring to the Zumstein specialized catalog.  That’s fine, but the notes are about the 

die cutting varieties of the recent self-stick stamps which weren’t in existence in 2000.  Can any of our 

Swiss members provide any hard information on if and when a new edition might appear?  It’s been 14 

years since the previous edition. 

 

Swiss Post has announced the quantities issued for several stamps issued in 2011. 

Zumstein Catalog #      Issue  Quantity issued in millions 
   1380, 1380H Pettson et Picpus”  1.2 total both formats 

   1381 Neuchâtel anniversary  1.0 

   1382 World Wildlife Fund  2.0 

   1383 Honey Bee  2.2 

   1384 Cerebral Palsy  1.0 

   1385 Max Frisch  0.9 

   1386 Chemistry Year  0.9 

   1387 Gymnaestrada  1.0 

   1390-93 National Hymn block  0.497 

   1395 Europa  1.2 

   1396 Venice Biennale  1.2 in 120,000 sheetlets 

   1397-99 Lavaux tryptich  2.3 for the 3 stamps 

   1400 Marriage  1.2 

   1401 Birth  1.4 

   1402 Anniversary  1.7 

   1403 Love  1.8 

   1405, 1405H Muggestutz  1.4 total both formats 

   1406 0.85 Handicapped Artists  0.8 

   1407 1.00 Handicapped Artists  0.7 

   1408 1.40 Handicapped Artists  0.6 

   1409 1.90 Handicapped Artists  0.5 

   1410 Swiss-Liechtenstein joint issue 1.1 in 110,000 sheetlets 

   1411 Rapper Stress  0.8 

   1412 Sierre Day of the Stamp sheet 0.424 

   1413 0.85 Christmas  6.2 

   1414 1.00 Christmas  7.7 

   1415 1.40 Christmas  2.1 

 

Illustrated postal cards 

 “Pettson et Picpus”   31,206 

 Lugano 2011   16,093 

 Sierre Day of the Stamp  17,156 



March 2014   13   TELL  

Here’s our catch-up edition of post closings. 

1.  On November 11, 2013, the post office at 2305 La Chaux-de-Fonds 5 changed its name from “Nord” to 

“Les Entilles” 

2.  On December 6, 2013, the post office at 8105 Regensdorf 1 (canton Zürich) was closed.  On December 9, 

2013, it reopened as 8105 Regensdorf. 

3.  On December 13, 2013, the post office at 6067 Melchtal (canton Obwalden) was closed  

[assumed by 6060 Sarnen 1] [K-cancel K 515 was last used on that date] 

4.  On December 24, 2013, the post office at 1627 Vaulruz (canton Fribourg) was closed  

[assumed by 1630 Bulle 1] 

5.  On December 28, 2013, the post office at 9553 Bettwisen (canton Thurgau) was closed  

[assumed by9562 Märwil] 

6.  On December 31, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

6572 Quartino (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6595 Riazzino] 

1302 Vufflens-la-Ville (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1304 Cossonay-Ville] 

7.  On January 11, 2014, the post office at 6719 Aquila (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6717 Torre] 

[K-cancel K 657a was last used on that date] 

8.  On January 14, 2014, the post office at 6142 Gettnau (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6130 

Willisau] [K-cancel K 646 was last used on that date] 

9.  On January 18, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 

4303 Kaiseraugst (canton Aargau) [assumed by 4303 Kaiseraugst] 

8574 Lengwil-Oberhofen (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8280 Kreuzlingen] 

10.  On January 23, 2013, the post office at 3932 Visperterminen (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 3930 Visp] [K-cancel K 586a was last used on that date] 

11.  On January 24, 2014, the post office at 3426 Aefligen (canton Bern) was closed  

[assumed by 3422 Kirchberg] [K-cancel K 963 was last used on that date] 

12.  On January 31, 2014, the post office at 1246 Corsier (canton Genève) was closed  

[assumed by 1222 Vésenaz] 

13.  On February 1, 2014, the post office at 6854 S. Pietro (canton Ticino) was closed  

[assumed by 6852 Genestrerio] [K-cancel K 1075 was last used on that date] 

14.  On February 8, 2014, the post office at 6012 Obernau (canton Luzern) was closed  

[assumed by 6010 Kriens] [K-cancel K 1241 was last used on that date] 

 

That brings us up to date.  I’m sure there are more changes to come. 
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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 
 (Continued from page 1)   

 Fig. 2 shows three different station markings 

for Meggen in Canton Luzern dating from 1939, 

1958, and 1971, respectively. The first two markings 

have the station number as “483”; the 1971 has it 

“5001”. The first marking, 483, was part of the set of 

numbers issued alphabetically; the second, 5001, 

was from the set issued by administrative district. 

 Fig. 3 shows a collection of station markings 

for Küssnach am Rigi in Canton Schwyz. The postal 

card at the upper left bears an unusual violet post-

ing mark “Briefeinwurf (Station) Küssnacht a/R.” 

(Station Letter Box Küssnacht a/R.) along with a Line 20 Train 2846 Ambulant cancel. The block of four 

William Tell stamps have been cancelled with a divided station marking used in 1923. The envelope below 

it was cancelled with the same type cancel but with the station number (388) added.   The two covers at the  

     
 

       

 
Fig. 2.  Station markings for Meggen. 

   
 

   
Fig. 1, left to right, top to bottom.  Station markings: Lugano 
Freight Window; Immensee; Ranzo-S. Abbondio; Pollegio; 
Luzern Freight Window; Wassen; Tenero-Gordola; Riazzino-
Cugnasco; Magadino-Vira; Locarno Ticket Office; Mezzovico. 
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Fig. 3, left and above.  Station 
markings for Küssnacht am Rigi. 

 

right have the standard 

S.B.B. station cancel, the 

upper cover with station 

number 388, the lower with 

station number 5002. The 

cancel cutouts at the left 

show two forms of the 

standard station marking. 

The upper is similar to 

that on the Luzerner 

Tagblatt cover with “Rigi” 

in upper and lower case 

letters and the station 

number in large figures. 

In the lower cutout “Rigi” 

is in all upper case letters. 

 

Fig. 4.  Station markings for Steinen. 
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Fig. 5. Station markings for Arth-Goldau. 

 

 Fig. 4 continues with station mark-

ings from Steinen in Canton Schwyz. The 

large cover shows the standard five-part 

cancel with the new station number 5005. 

The other three markings all show the old 

station number of 756. The cover and the 

cutout at the left have sans-serif letters, 

the cutout at the right has seriffed letters. 

 Fig. 5 shows a collection of station 

markings from Arth-Goldau in Canton 

Schwyz. The large envelope addressed to 

the Luzerner Tagblatt was cancelled with 

blue split-box station marking of the hand 

baggage window (Handgepäck). The cutout 

at the center right is a four-part station 

marking from the telegraph office with very 

large letters for the station name. The cut-

out at the lower left is a split-box cancel of 

the receiving window (Einnehmereri). Fi-

nally, the cutout at the lower left is a 

standard five-part station marking of the 

baggage window (Gepäckumlad) with the 

new station number, 5004.  

 Fig. 6 is a collection of station mark-

ings from Schwyz (Canton Schwyz). The 

large cover at the top bears a five-segment 

station marking from the receiving window 

(Einnehmereri) without a station number. The top 

postal card was cancelled with a divided cancel and 

the old station number of 719. The cover immedi-

ately below that  card  bears  the  name  cancel  but  

 

Fig. 6.  Station mark-

ings for Schwyz. 
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Fig. 7. Station markings for Brunnen. 

with the station number re-

moved as does the cutout below 

it. The bottom postal card was 

cancelled with a two-line box 

cancel (34½    x   18    mm) with-

out the station number. The cut-

out at the upper right shows a 

three-line box cancel from the receiving window 

(Einnehmerei). Finally, the cutout at the bottom 

left shows a divided station cancel with seriffed 

script. 

 Fig. 7 is a collection of station markings 

from Brunnen (Canton Schwyz). The cutout at the 

upper left shows a divided cancel 

(33½ x 19 mm) without “S.B.B.” 

or the station number. Below it 

are two covers with both “S.B.B.” 

and the old station number (103), 

the upper having a three-part 

cancel with Brunnen in upper and 

lower case letters, the lower being 

a five-part cancel with Brunnen 

in all caps. The upper Express 

cover has the same five-part can-

cel with the new station number, 

5007. The lower cover has the 

same cancel without the station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 8. Station 
markings for 
Sisikon. 
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number. Both are from the receiving window at 

the station. 

 Fig. 8 shows station markings from 

Sisikon (Canton Uri). The upper cover is a busi-

ness reply card of 1978, 

cancelled with the 

standard five-part can-

cel with the new station 

number, 5111. The oth-

er cover dates from 

1942 and bears a two-

part cancel with an in-

set station number, the 

old 738. The inset cut-

out is the same cancel 

still in use in 1953. 

 Fig. 9 shows two 

covers with station 

markings from Flüelen (Canton Uri). 

The upper cover shows a cancel from 

1940 with the station name in seriffed 

upper and lower case letters and the 

old station number, 268. The lower 

covers dates for 1968 and shows a 

standard five-part cancel with the 

station number in sans-serif upper 

case letters and the new station num-

ber 

 Fig. 10 shows station mark-

ings from Altdorf (Canton Uri). The 

cutout and cover at the top show the 

same three-part cancel of differing 

sizes without a station number and 

the station name in seriffed upper and 

lower case letters. The other cutout 

shows a five-part cancel of the receiv-

ing window with the old station num-

ber 15 and the station name in sans-

serif upper case letters. The bottom 

two covers show the same five-part 

cancels but with the new station 

number, 5113, in different widths.  

 Fig. 11 is a collection of station 

markings from Erstfeld (Canton Uri). 

The top cover bears a simple, two-part 

cancel in seriffed type without station 

number or “S.B.B.” of 1949. At the 

middle left, is a similar cancel but 

with sans-serif type from 1947. At the 

bottom, the two cancels on the Wil-

liam Tell pair and the San Salvatore 

block of four are from the telegraph office, the left cancel in blue from 1930, the other in black from 1947. 

The other San Salvatore cutout bears a simple box cancel in violet from 1947. The other cover was can-

celled with a two-part box cancel without the station number (1972). The cutout at the lower right bears a 

standard five-part cancel of the receiving window with the old station number (240). 

Fig. 9. Station markings 
for Flüelen. 

 

 

 
Fig. 10.  Station markings for Altdorf. 
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 Fig. 12 shows two covers 

from Amsteg-Silenen in Canton Uri 

with different markings on first 

class mail of 1939 (left) and 1979 

(right).  The former is a two-part 

cancel with the old station number, 

23.  The latter is the standard five-

part cancel with the new station 

number, 5115. 

 Fig. 13 

shows a special de-

livery letter from 

Göschenen in Can-

ton Uri. It bears a 

two-part cancel 

without the station 

number. 

 Fig. 14 

shows a 1937 cover 

from Gurtnellen 

with a two-part 

cancel and an inset 

station number, 

314, at the lower 

right.  

 The next in-

stallment will continue 

with more markings of 

stations along the 

Gotthardbahn. 

 
Fig. 12.  Station markings for 
Amsteg-Silenen 

 

 

 
Fig. 11.  Station markings for Erstfeld 
 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 14.  Station markings for Gurtnellen. 

 
 

 
Fig. 13.  Station marking for Göschenen. 
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Best TELL article of 

2013? 
 The APS has mounted an archive 

“Philatelic Articles of Distinction” on its website.  

Each of its affiliate societies may send an article 

each year.  Your votes determined that TELL’s 

best article of 2012 was “Switzerland in World 

War II: Its Defense – Its survival – Its Refugees 

and Interns” by Ernie Bergman and Dick Hall; it 

is now in the APS archive.  The whole archive is 

at http://stamps.org/Articles-of-Distinction  Please 

send me your nominee for our best article of 2013, 

to gstruble@willamette.edu by March 20.  Please 

do not nominate Dick Hall’s series on the 

Gotthard Pass, since it has not yet been 

completed; we can do that next year! 

 

mailto:gstruble@willamette.edu
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

Treasurer’s Report: Calendar Year 2013 
 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2013 as compared to 2012.  In 2013, our 

unrestricted fund balance increased by $3,989 primarily as a result of continued donations from the 

membership.  With the successful conclusion of our special APRL fundraiser, we have completed our 

donation to name the AHPS Switzerland literature collection.  Your Society’s financial condition re-

mains strong and we are well positioned to continue all of our educational programs around Swiss phi-

lately in the English language. 
 

 

INCOME                            2013      2012 
Membership dues         $ 5,313 $ 5,604 

TELL advertising           2,535   2,244 

Auction proceeds             640   1,044 

Sales circuits             200     100 

Publications             369   5,039 

Interest on accounts             74      51 

Donations - Unrestricted         2,950   1,083 

Donations – Publications Support            -   2,500 

Donations – AHPS/APRL Switzerland Library          3   4,997 

Collections for GB & Swiss memberships       1,540   1,911 

Swiss Verein Grant            139       - 

   TOTAL INCOME         13,763  24,573 

 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution        6,980  10,387 

Donation to APRL to name AHPS Switzerland Collection     5,000          - 

Web Site & Audio Visual programming          161         42 

Trophies and Awards              -      81 

Publications             108   3,803 

Annual meeting & publicity             -     115 

Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc.       642      821 

Corporate, legal, fundraising           190      81 

GB & Swiss membership remittances       1,690   1,613 

   TOTAL EXPENSES         14,771  16,943 

 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS             $(1,008)   $ 7,630 

 

ASSETS              Dec 31, 2013  Dec 31, 2012 
Cash – Sovereign Bank checking & CD accounts   $42,894 $43,691 

Cash – Paypal           1,419       - 

Cash deposit of auction program        1,000   1,000 

Cash sales circuit self-insurance fund       1,880   1,744 

Publications Inventory             -      30 

       TOTAL ASSETS        $47,193 $46,465 

 

LIABILITIES 
Deferred income collected in advance     $ 6,809 $ 5,209 

Contingent liability – self insurance fund       1,880   1,744        

   TOTAL LIABILITIES        $ 8,689 $ 6,953 

 

NET ASSETS         $38,504 $39,512 

 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance    $ 5,064 $ 5,064 

   Funds pledged to APRL            0   4,997 

        Unrestricted Fund Balance      33,440  29,451 
 

             Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 



24  TELL   March 2014 
 

 


